


Wethersfield Garden  
  
Please help us ensure the quality of everyone’s 
experience by following a few guidelines: 
• No pets are allowed 
• Do not disturb or collect any plant material 
• Help maintain the beauty by carrying out whatever 

you carry in 
• Smoking is only permitted near the Public Parking 

Lot where a fire-resistant receptacle is provided. 
 
About the Garden… 
     The ten acres of gardens surrounding the main 
house are the center-piece of the estate known as 
Wethersfield, the country residence of the late 
Chauncey D. Stillman (1907-1989). It was created in 
the classical style after the Italian villas of the 17th 
century.  It is a garden of landscape architecture, of 
different shades and textures of green, and of blending 
the formal with the native landscape. It is a garden of 
views, vistas, and statues as well as a garden of colorful 
flowers. It was designed on a north-south and east-west 
axis. Landscape architect, Bryan J. Lynch, designed the 
Inner Garden on the north-side of the house in 1940-
41. The remainder was created over a 25-year period 
beginning in 1947, by Mr. Stillman and landscape 
architect, Evelyn N. Poehler. 
 
East Garden-The formal entrance begins at the 
Belgium Block landing. These blocks were recovered 
from the streets of New York City. A pair of hollow 
leaden 18th century lions are poised to protect the east 
end, while a pair of Trojan horse statues protect the 
west end. Looking west, the expanse of the garden is 
visible, bordered there by Wethersfield House. The low 
yew hedges blending with cones and balls of yew, are 
used to create a green, sculptured panorama. The lines 
are softened by Korean dogwood, azaleas, lilacs, 
rhododendron, and magnolias.  The four corners of the 
garden feature four European Weeping Beech trees 
trimmed into a cylindrical shape at 24-feet high.  
 
Cupid Fountain-On the north is a retaining wall of 
fieldstone and shale reclaimed from stone walls on the 
property and built by Italian stone masons. On the wall 
grows Sedum yellow acre, Dwarf Campanula, and 
geranium leaf Ivy. The Cupid on Dolphin is a limestone 
reproduction of the marble Bernini style cupid repro- 

 
duction by Lavaggi found in the Gloriette. The pink 
gravel or “red dog” is a by-product of the coal mining 
process and comes from Pittsburgh.  
 
Arborvitae Arch-Looking south is a white cedar or 
arborvitae hedge with an arch flanked by two figures 
of youth playing pipes. These were created by Peter 
Watts and are called the “pan pipers”. Beyond that is 
a leaden urn which Mr. Stillman bought at Crowther’s 
in London. The natural plants used include Witch 
Hazel, Hawthorne, Elderberry, and Gray Dogwood.  
 
Cutting Garden-The Cutting Garden’s original 
purpose was to hold nursery stock for planting in the 
garden. It has evolved into a cottage garden that 
matures into a butterfly and hummingbird sanctuary. 
The flowering plant choices are a mix of heirloom 
plants, modern hybrids and the latest improved 
varieties. The fencing at the edge of the cutting garden 
is covered with Sweet Autumn Clematis. The annual 
and perennial beds in this area were used by house 
staff for cuttings to assemble arrangements for the 
Main House daily.  
 
The Allee-The Allee begins with a blue stone landing. 
The leaden urns flanking the entrance have cupids 
beckoning “silence” in the garden. The Allee was 
originally planted in 1957 and at its maturity was 
maintained at 190 feet in length and 24 feet tall. The 
Allee had to be removed in 2016 due to ice and wind 
damage and loss of vigor. The curved section was 
replanted three years earlier for the same reasons. 
When the new plantings reach 24-foot maturity, they 
will again retain the proportionality desired in this 
area of the garden, complementing the 12-foot wide 
lawn in this section.  The bronze statue “Naiad” is by 
Swedish sculptor Carl Milles.  
 
Reflecting Pool-The elliptical pool was designed by 
Mrs. Evelyn Poehler in 1955. Painting the interior 
black allows for the surrounding shrubs to reflect onto 
the water’s surface with a mirror-like image. The 
landscape architect mimicked the rolling hills and 
peaks of the distant views by shaping of the yews into 
globes and cones.  
 
Inner Garden-On the north wall of the house is a  

patio containing two sculptured heads, both of which 
were brought from Rome. The one on the left is 
Greco-Roman and was dredged up from the Bay of 
Naples in the 19th century. The one on the right is 
possibly a Thorwaldsen, an early 19th century copy 
of Apollo Belvedere. The plaque in the center reads 
in Latin “This has been built in 1939. Unless the Lord 
build the house, they labor in vain who build it.” 
(Psalm 127).  The Inner Garden was designed by 
Brian Lynch at the time the house was built. The 
three-quarter length redstone female figure titled 
“Rondo” by 20th century American sculptor John 
Flannagan.   
 
Knot Garden-On the upper terrace are four knot 
flower beds, designed by Mrs. Evelyn Poehler, 
containing teucrium, green santalina, artic willow, 
and wax begonias. To the left is the “Grasshopper 
House,” originally designed as the gardener’s tool 
shed, and re-decorated in 1980 by the American 
artist Hight Moore.  The flower tubs on either side of 
the steps are said to be by architect Stanford White, 
so they are planted with white petunias in his honor. 
On the east side of the terrace is a marble “Madonna” 
sculpted in 1988 by Josef Stachura. Set in the wall 
over the bench are three limestone plaques created 
in 1947 by Peter Watts. They represent the 
“Expulsion from Eden,” “Nativity,” and 
“Resurrection.”  
 
Beech Tunnel-This area was originally planted 
with Amur Maples, acer ginnala, in 1941, along with 
the installation of the wiring and pipe framing. The 
Amur Maple did not perform up to the expectations 
for the desired tunnel effect, so in the spring of 1973, 
the tunnel was replanted. The wrought iron fencing 
on the eastern side of the Beech Tunnel was 
constructed to keep out marauders, dogs and 
peacocks. The iron work was done by a local 
blacksmith Paul Maier of Amenia. Flanking the iron 
gate that leads to the East Garden are two marble 
figures of putti (or “seated child figure”) done by 
Josef Stachura.  
 
South Terrace and Perennial Bed-The patio 
features four orange trees which provide a sweet 
scent from their flowers to permeate the inside of the 
house when the windows are open. Facing the stone 

wall, hardy Max Graf roses light up the scene with 
single pink blooms in early summer. The pink 
colored flowering ivy geraniums on top of the wall 
prolong the pink flowering theme along the stone 
wall. Towering Hollyhocks take center stage come 
mid-summer in the south perennial bed. The focal 
point looking south is a Palladian Arch.  

 
Pine Terrace-The Pine Terrace is named for the 
White Pine in the center of the stone terrace. It is 
enhanced by the goldfish pond containing yellow 
water iris, water lilies, frogs and goldfish. 
Surrounding the base of the White Pine, are five 
fuchsia “Black Prince”, trained into standards. 
Oleander, clivia, and agapanthus are the other potted 
plants placed on the pine terrace to attract 
hummingbirds. 
 
Peacock Walk-The focal point of the Peacock Walk 
are the peacocks. Caging the females attracts the two 
free ranging males to the area to fan their tail 
feathers to gain the attention of the females. 
Limestone obelisks are the vertical statement on 
either end; the four lead Baroque closed urns came 
from the stable of an Adams house in 
Buckinghamshire called “Shardeloes”. Six Copper 
Beech trees border the walk on the north side. At the 
western end of the Peacock Walk is a large Korean 
Dogwood. Facing east, are placed two small fawns 
carved by American sculptor John Flannagan. Along 
the balustrade are obelisks designed by Mrs. Poehler 
and executed by Peter Watts. At the foot of the long 
steps in the corner, is a replica of a Danish Viking 
stone containing Runic inscriptions.  
 
The Belvedere- The Belvedere is a circular tempito 
of six Corinthian columns and a low dome. It was 
designed by Mr. Stillman, Mrs. Poehler, and 
architect W. Dean Brown in 1965.  The word 
“Belvedere” in Latin means ‘to see’ or ‘beautiful.’ The 
floor of the Belvedere is created from slate and 
bluestone, stylized in the form of an accurately 
directional compass. The Belvedere is situated upon 
the tallest point in the garden, at 1200 feet in 
elevation. From this point, one can see the Catskill 
Mountains to the west, and the beginning of the 
Berkshires to the north.  
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